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Although Brazil is much larger than the United States and has a shorter
coastline, all but four of its fifteen largest cities are on the seacoast. Two
of the others are within 100 miles of the coast, and one is 200 miles away.
Only Manaus is far in the interior, but ocean steamers can reach it on the
mighty Amazon. Not only is it one of the smallest cities in our list, but
it is also declining in population. Compare this with the United States
where Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, St. Louis, and Milwaukee are only a
few of the great interior cities. Note, too, that aside from Manaus the
other three interior cities of Brazil are located well to the south on the
plateau at an altitude of nearly 3,000 feet.
Another impressive evidence of the way in which the 40,000,000 or
more people of Brazil are concentrated near the sea is seen in the railroad
map (A567). Only in a small southern section, with Rio de Janeiro and
Sao Paulo as the centers, is there any approach to a genuine railway net.
In most places there are no railways whatever. On the railroad map one
can easily mark out an elliptical area larger than the United States with-
out including a single mile of either railroad or motor road. The reason
for all this is primarily climate. In the first place, except in relatively
narrow strips the climate of the main Amazon Basin is so constantly
rainy that agriculture is very difficult. Farther from the equator a hot
enervating season of heavy rain alternates with a distressingly dry season
which is also hot. This combination also makes great difficulty for agri-
culture. In the second place, the soil is generally very poor because tropical
heat and moisture cause it to decay rapidly and the soluble plant foods
are washed away by the rain, f Because of this many of the higher areas
between the rivers are covered mainly with grass and will not yield good
crops. In broad areas near the rivers, on the other hand, the soil is often
so waterlogged as to be useless. Accordingly the good parts of Brazil are
largely limited to two regions: (1) the coast, where abundant rain during
most of the year is interrupted by a short dry season, and where the soil is
quite good; and (2) the southern part of the plateau south and west of
Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. There the winter temperature is low
enough so that the dry season does not prevent the growth of such valu-
able plants as the orange tree, coffee bush, and yerba mate with its holly-
like leaves from which Paraguay tea is made.
Paraguay. The little country of Paraguay, tucked away between
southern Brazil and northern Argentina, is far enough south so that the
disadvantages of the wet and dry climate which prevails in the interior
of Brazil between 10° and 20° from the equator are somewhat mitigated.
It also has good soil in many places near the Paraguay, Parana, and other
rivers. Nevertheless, in an area the size of pre-war Germany, where there
are 68,000,000 people, it has only about 900,000. Only one railroad pene-

